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DEAR PARENTS,  

As we enjoy the lingering 
autumn leaves and adjust to a 
bout of colder-than-normal 
temperatures, our students are 
into the full swing of their Fall 
semester.  Since we know your 
children continue to rely on you 
for support, we want to be sure 
you are aware of the many 
resources available to them at 
UM.  We hope you will 
encourage your children to seek 
out the people and resources 
here that will support them 
through an immediate challenge 
and help them identify new 
opportunities.  

We have an impressive and 
caring group of faculty 
associated with Scholars, a 
resource your children should 
take full advantage of!  
Hopefully by now your children 
feel like they are getting to know 
the faculty in their Scholars 
program.  If not, encourage them 
to set up a time to meet with 

them personally, especially if 
they feel they could use some 
academic guidance.  

For those living in the residence 
halls, your son or daughterÕs 
Resident Assistant can be an 
invaluable source of information 
and support as well.  These 
experienced students receive 
extra training and supervision so 
that they are prepared to assist 
students with concerns and help 
create a positive learning 
environment within the 
residence halls.  Encourage your 
children to use their Resident 
Assistant as a friendly and 
approachable starting point for 
Þnding any campus resources 
they need.  

Exams and papers are 
demanding increased attention 
now, so students are encouraged 
to identify a favorite study 
location if they havenÕt found 
one already.  For some ideas, we 

asked students from our 
ScholarsÕ Student Advisory 
Board to share their favorite 
study spaces.  Suggestions 
included the CCC, CSPAC 
Library, and the Stamp Student 
Union, in addition to other 
campus libraries and green 
spaces.  In addition, your 
children may want to take 
advantage of some of the 
resources available at UM to 
help hem thrive academically 
such as the Writing Center, Math 
Success Program, and a variety 
of tutoring programs.
 
Now is also the time when 
students begin making plans for 
the Spring semester.  With 
registration for spring classes 
starting soon, students should 
begin making plans to meet with 
their academic advisors.   
Students seeking to expand their 
horizons beyond the classroom 
may want to explore 
opportunities for externships 
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during winter break, study 
abroad, community service, 
civic engagement or 
internships.

Of course, in the midst of their 
academics, we hope students 
are taking a little time each day 
to relax: taking a walk, playing 
Frisbee on the quad, going to 
Campus Recreation Services for 
a swim, hanging out with 
friends.  There are free Tuesday 
concerts at the Clarice Smith 
Performing Arts Center (and 
student tickets are only $7 to 
other performances), bowling 
and movies in the Union, and a 
multitude of lectures and events 
held each day.  Each month, the 
campus is alive with interesting 
events and activities that help 

our community learn and grow 
in new ways.  

During November, Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Week 
helps us to learn about these 
issues in an interesting and 
involved way such as hearing 
the voices of people who have 
been homeless at the Faces of 

Homelessness Panel or the 
thought-provoking Hunger 

Banquet where students 
experience and reßect upon the 
fair sharing of food resources in 
the world.  Encourage your son 
or daughter to read the weekly 
listserv distributed through 
Scholars to learn whatÕs 
happening in Scholars and 
beyond.   

We hope the news you are 
hearing from your children is 
positive and you are learning 
about their academic successes, 
budding friendships and 
exciting possibilities for 
involvement in the life of the 
campus.  For students, success 
in college is a combination of 
their hard work and native 
intelligence, which is then 
nourished by new challenges 
and on-going support from 
families, Scholars, and the 
University.  Thanks for all that 
you do to support your children 
and their education. 

Martha Baer Wilmes
Associate Director
College Park Scholars

There is only so much to 
learn within the constraints 
of this campus. Why not 
explore beyond our borders 
and go away?! College Park 
Scholars offers a range of 
winter term study abroad 
options where students will 
have the experience of a 
lifetime.

This winterÕs options 
include trips to Morocco, El 
Salvador, The Netherlands, and 
South Africa, with each trip being 
hosted by a different Scholars 
program. Students from every 
program are welcome on each 
trip!

ÒIt is a completely different kind 
of learning experience than what 
we get on campus,Ó  said Clare 
Marcot who traveled to Australia 
last summer with her Life 
Sciences program. ÒYou get 
hands-on learning; you can see 

Þrst-hand what youÕre 
studying. ItÕs much more 
interesting than just 
reading out of a book.Ó

These are once-in-a-
lifetime opportunities to 
travel to some of the most 
obscure corners of the 
world. DonÕt miss out on 
these exciting experiences. 

To learn more about these 
opportunities, please visit http://
w w w . s c h o l a r s . u m d . e d u /
studyabroad/index.cfm.  To learn 
more about other campus study 
abroad opportunities, please visit 
the UM website.

COLLEGE PARK SCHOLARS 
STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES
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The Media, Self, & 
Society program has 
been quite busy this 
semester. The state of 
the news media is 
constantly  changing 
a n d D r . K a l y a n i 
Chadha and her class 
are changing with it. 

The program has been 
covering the intersection 
of media and technology, more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y h o w b l o g s , 
Facebook and Twitter are 
changing the way news is 
disseminated to the public. 

ÒIt is a changing environment in 
the news world,Ó said Chadha. 
ÒOur goal is to help  the students 
understand and take advantage 
of the new media.Ó 

On October 3rd, Chadha took 
the program on a trip to the 
Newseum in Washington D.C. 
to learn more about the power 
of the news. Sophomore media 
scholar Brigid McCabe thought 
the trip brought her a new 
perspective on the media. 

ÒThe Newseum was a lot of 
fun,Ó said McCabe. ÒWe have 
been learning a lot in class but 
getting out of the classroom and 
into a hands-on environment 
helps me learn so much more. 
You could walk around that 
place for hours looking at the 
displays.Ó 

Chadha has brought in several 
speakers to enlighten the class 
on a number of news related 
issues. Paul Farhi, a journalist 
with The Washington Post, 
spoke to the class about the 
newspaperÕs perspective on the 
rise of news aggregators and the 
shift of news to the Internet. 
Kevin Blackistone, the famous 
E S P N p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d 
j o u r n a l i s m p r o f e s s o r a t 
Maryland will be speaking to 
the class next month.  Chadha is 
also planning a media-wide trip 
to Sirius XM radio.

Launch of a New 

Scholars Program

Program Spotlight: Media, Self and Society

This Month in 
Maryland History

UNIVERSITY OF 
MARYLAND REOPENED IN 
OCTOBER OF 1867 AFTER 

GOING BANKRUPT IN 
1864. WHEN THE SCHOOL 

REOPENED IT ONLY HAD 11 
STUDENTS.

College Park Scholars is proud to 
introduce a new program: Global 
Public Health, welcoming their 
Þrst students in fall 2010. This 
addition to Scholars will be 
sponsored by the School of 
Public Health and will have a 
focus on public health and its 
connection to socioeconomic, 
environmental, and geopolitical 
topics. The program will be 
directed by Dr. Donna Howard, a 
professor specializing in public 
and community health. The 
College Park Scholars 
community is very excited about  
the launch of Global Public 
Health and is looking forward to 
adding them to our family of 
programs. 

UM Family 

Weekend

The University of Maryland 
hosted the 29th Annual Family 
Weekend on Friday, October 9 
through Sunday, October 11, 
2009. The incredible celebration 
of the students and their families 
was a wonderful opportunity to 
expand the university community 
and highlight some of the 
extraordinary things happening 
around campus. With information 
sessions, sample classes (donÕt 
worry, no parents were assigned 
homework), and exciting 
performances by talented student 
groups and professionals, 
students and parents alike 
enjoyed the amazing weekend.



Six members of the College 
Park Scholars central Staff 
traveled to Columbus, Ohio this 
past weekend to attend the 
n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f 
Co l leges and Un ivers i ty 
Housing Off icers Living-
Learning Programs Conference 
to showcase College Park 
Scholars and the University  of 
Maryland.

The staff presented 3 sessions, 
one by Executive Director 
Greig Stewart and two by 
Associate Director for Student 
Affairs, Martha Baer Wilmes 

and her talented team of 
graduate students. 

Assistant Director for External 
Relations and Development, 
Kevin Baxter, reflected on the 
worthwhile trip. 

ÒIt was an honor to participate 
i n s u c h a w e l l - k n o w n 
conference,Ó said Baxter. ÒIt is 
always important to engage in 
these types of events with other 
programs around the country.Ó

The representatives took part in 
valuable interest sessions and 
participated in networking 

events and receptions. Greig 
Stewart presented College Park 
Scholars as a case-study to 
assess living-learning programs 
and their role in improving 
learning.

ÒAs a national leader in living- 
learning programs it is great to 
s h a r e i d e a s w i t h o t h e r 
institutions from across the 
country,Ó said Baxter.

As living-learning programs 
continue to grow across the 
country, College Park Scholars 
remains at the forefront of 
living-learning excellence. 

L IVING LEARNING CONFERENCE 

Greig Stewart Wins Distinguished Award
Greig Stewart, the esteemed 
Executive Director of College 
Park Scholars, was one of five 
administrators to receive the 
PresidentÕs Distinguished 
S e r v i c e Aw a r d . I t w a s  
awarded at the 26th Annual 
Faculty & Staff Convocation, 
held in the Memorial Chapel at 
the University  of Maryland on 
Tuesday, October 6, 2009. 

Stewart has been Executive 
Director at Scholars since 
2003. In 2006, S tewar t 
participated in a Fulbright 
fellowship in Germany and the 
C z e c h R e p u b l i c . T h e 
University of Massachusetts 
graduate has examined college 
student achievement, using the 
Lipman-Blumen and Leavitt 

Achieving Styles model in his 
dissertation. He has written 
and consulted on Service-
L e a r n i n g a n d v a l u e s 
development. 

The President's Distinguished 
Service Awards recognize 
exceptional performance, 
leadership  and service by 
members of the university  staff 
and administration. Recipients 
have a record of exemplary 
performance and distinctive 
contributions to the operation 
of an administrative, academic, 
research or service unit on 
campus. College Park Scholars 
is proud to have such a 
distinguished and dedicated 
professional directing its 
community. 



Excellence From Alumni: 
Annika Betancourt 

Annika Betancourt was born to 
be a leader. As an active 
member and legislator of the 
S t u d e n t G o v e r n m e n t 
Association and an alumnus of 
the College Park Scholars 
program in In ternat iona l 
Studies, Betancourt was an 
incredible representative for 
student leaders and off-campus 
s t u d e n t s . S h e c r e d i t s 
International Studies with 
influencing her further interest 
in leadership, as well as her 
career path and academic 
interests. 

ÒI was always interested in 
international relations, but 
Scholars geared our learning to 
be active and it got me even 
m o r e i n v o l v e d , Ó s a i d 
Betancourt.

ÒWe did an activity  where we 
worked on a po l icy and 
negotiation. The hands-on 
experience led me to be more 
interested in leadership and 
foreign politics.Ó

B e t a n c o u r t r e m e m b e r s 
International Studies offering 
her many opportunities.

ÒWe got to visit the UN on our 
trip  to New York. That made 
such an impression on me,Ó said 
Betancourt. ÒI got to see 
meeting rooms, the general 
assembly  room, and even meet 
some important people. Who 
knows, maybe one day IÕll work 

there!Ó

Betancourt graduated in Spring 
2 0 0 8 w i t h a d e g r e e i n 
Government and Politics, a 
Certificate of Latin American 
Studies, and a double minor is 
Spanish and Korean. She also 
took a year to do service work 
in Latin America during her 
sophomore year at Maryland. It 
w a s h e r e x p e r i e n c e s i n 
International Studies that led her 
to go abroad.

ÒInternational Studies was a 
diving board for me. I didnÕt get 
my feet wet , I was just 
immersed in everything,Ó said 
Betancourt. ÒOur advisor took a 
hands-on approach right from 
t h e s t a r t a n d t a u g h t u s 
international studies in a multi-
faceted way.Ó

Betancourt is currently pursuing 
a MasterÕs of Science degree in 
the Foreign Service Program at 
the Edmund A. Walsh School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown 
University. In the future, she 
hopes to work in the political 
sector of Foreign Service, 
getting involved in U.S. and 
foreign policy, working with 
f o r e i g n a n d d o m e s t i c 
government off icials, and 
utilizing the languages she 
knows.



IMPORTANT CLOSING INFORMATION
The UniversityÕs Thanksgiving 
Break will be November 26 and 
27, 2009. All ofÞces and North 
Campus residence halls will be 
closed during these days. North 
campus residence halls will 
reopen at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, 
November 29.

Student transportation to New 
York City and New Jersey is 
available through the 
Department of Transportation 
Services.  Students may register 
to take a bus which departs 
from the Stamp Student Union 
and stops in Metropark, NJ and 
Port Authority in New York 
City. Return transportation is 
also provided on Sunday, 

November 29 and will pick 
students up from the original 
drop-off locations. Registration 
for this bus service began on 
October 5, 2009. For more 
information on transportation to 
New York, please refer to the 
DOTS website. 

Transportation will also be 
provided to Baltimore/
Washington International 
Airport on Wednesday, 
November 25, 2009 and 
returning from BWI to campus 
on Sunday, November 29, 2009. 
There is no fee or registration 
required to ride this bus. 
Students will be seated on a 
Þrst-come, Þrst-serve basis. The 

buses will run every three hours 
from 6:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. 
Pick up will be from Cole Field 
House and return pick-up will 
be at Door 18 of International 
Arrivals. For more information 
on transportation to BWI, 
please refer to the DOTS 
website. 

Students who are unable to go 
home during Thanksgiving 
Break can contact the 
Department of Resident Life 
and sign up for temporary 
housing in select South Campus 
Residence Halls. Please visit the 
Resident Life website for 
further details.

College Park ScholarsÕ 
Business, Society, and the 
Economy program (BSE) 
recently took a trip to Hershey, 
Pennsylvania. Nearly 100 
students got the chance to learn 
about the entrepreneurial 
achievements of Milton S. 
Hershey by visiting the 
amusement park, Hershey 
School, and the Hershey 
Museum.

BSEÕs Assistant Director, 
Claudia Donnelley helped lead 
the trip to Hershey. She said that 
the students had completed 
research on the Hershey 
Corporation earlier in the year.   
ÒThe trip gave them a chance to 
see the corporation,Ó said 
Donnelley. ÒThey had learned so 
much about it and now were 
able to interact in a hands-on 
way.Ó

The Hershey School combines 
business with the College Park 
Scholars philosophy of giving 
back to the community. Milton 
Hershey opened his school for 
underprivileged children and 
educated them on how to 
become exceptional leaders in 
the world. This highlighted 
philanthropic business features 
that BSE students learn about. 

The program also took their 
students on a second trip to 
Gaver Tree Farm, a 500-acre 
farm in Mt. 
Airy, MD 
t h a t i s 
owned and 
operated by 
the family of 
sophomore 
BSE student 
Greg Gaver. Students got to go 
on a hayride, explore the farm, 

and see what goes into the 
process of being a farmer.

ÒThe trip showed us how a 
small, seasonal business 
operates,Ó  said Chris Colaitis, a 
sophomore BSE scholar. ÒWe 
got lost in the corn maze for an 
hour, but even that was a fun 
bonding experience for our 
program.Ó 

This trip connected to the 
program by showing another 
aspect of entrepreneurial 
businesses. 

Sophomore Tom George was 
one of the Þfty students who 
learned a lot from the 
experience. ÒIt was cool to see a 
Scholars studentÕs home that is 
also a business,Ó  said George. 
ÒIt combined a fun trip with the 
Scholars community and a great 
learning environment.Ó  

Business, Society & the Economy Travels the Region



Supporting Scholars

If you have any interest in providing financial     
support to College Park Scholars, please 
contact Kevin Baxter, or choose one of the 
following options:

1. You may send a gift by check.  In this case, 
please make the check out to UMCP          
Foundation and indicate the area you wish to 
support, if any, in your check's memo field, 
next to 'College Park Scholars'.  Gifts made 
by check without a notation beyond the 
program name will support College Park 
Scholars general fund.

2. You may make a gift online, through the 
University philanthropy site.  Please choose 
College Park Scholars as the fund.

3. If you are a University faculty or staff    
member, you may use payroll deduction as 
the method of payment, and you may indicate 
your preferred donation amount and the 
period during which the deductions should 
begin and end. Please contact Kevin Baxter if 

you are    interested in this option.

On behalf of all of us in the College Park 
Scholars community, thank you for the         
consideration of your support.

Please visit our website for more information.

CONTRIBUTORS - OCTOBER 2009

Peter Tartaglione! ! ! Undergraduate Communications Director

Julie Brontman! ! ! ! Undergraduate Publications Coordinator

Shane Connolly!! ! ! College Park Scholars Videographer 

Kevin Baxter! ! ! ! Assistant Director 

For More Information, please visit 
any of the following websites:

College Park Scholars

Undergraduate Studies

College Park Scholars Alumni 
Association

UM Office of Parent & Family Affairs
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