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College Park Scholars

Dear Parents,

It turns out I lied to those of you
who attended Scholars Parent
Orientations this summer. Move-
in day was not the hottest day of
the year. The elevators did not
break down. But tears at the end
of the day, indeed, were shed.

Your sons and daughters have
had few, if any, spare moments.
The day following move-in,
nearly 900 new  Scholars
gathered with program faculty
and student volunteers in the
Comcast Center for our annual
Service Day Send-Off. President
C.D. “Dan” Mote and Dr. Jody
Olsen, the former Peace Corps
director, relayed messages of
welcome and the value of service
prior to the 23 teams of Scholars
heading out to their respective
service sites. I had the pleasure
of visiting the Public Leadership
Scholars as they rowed out onto
the Anacostia to gather trash
along the river’s edge. 1 also
visited with Environment
Technology  and  Economy
students as they spread out in
teams across the City of
Hyattsville, to secure information
labels about the Chesapeake
watershed on storm drains.

In addition to the Scholars
weekly colloquia, each program
has continued keeping your
children busy, such as the Arts’

virtual scavenger hunt
downtown in
Washington, D.C. and

RS Sciences’

camping trip in

Western Maryland.

Business, Society and

the Economy’s annual

visit to the Hershey
complex in Pennsylvania was a
success and Media has its
behind-the-scenes tour of the
Newseum  scheduled. By
Wednesday of the first week of
class, new students were
relinquishing their campus maps,
and navigating College Park as if
they’ve lived here for semesters.

And as we strive to provide to
your sons and daughters the
learning experiences we
described to you this past spring
and summer, the University has
announced the creation of an
Honors College, and
enhancements to College Park
Scholars were identified. In
particular, Scholars will be
offering a new program, Global
Public Health (sponsored by the
Maryland School of Public
Health), enrolling its first
students in the fall, 2010.! Global
Public Health will provide
students an interdisciplinary
examination of the connections
between public health and a host
of socioeconomic,

2 00 9

environmental, and geopolitical
considerations. !  Students will
have opportunities for
interactions with public health
organizations, community-based
health agencies, and practica that
include research, service
learning, and study abroad.!

Scholars attracts some of the
most talented students to campus.
By reinventing what we do best
[Honors and Scholars], Maryland
brings together the best faculty
and students to provide all the
benefits of a residential college
experience, with all the
advantages of a premier research
institution.

We on the Scholars central staff
appreciate this opportunity to
connect with you each month.
But as questions, concerns or
observations arise, feel free to be
in touch as the semesters
progress.

Best wishes to you all,

Dr. Greig Stewart
Executive Director
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College Park Scholars Welcomes New Program -

Science and Global Change
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College Park Scholars is pleased
to welcome a new program into
the fold this semester, Science and
Global Change. The program,
which is run by former Earth,
Life, and Time directors Dr.
Thomas Holtz and Dr. John
Merck, aims to help students use
the foundations of scientific
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practice to explore the evidence,
causes, and implications of past
and present global change, and
examine the use of scientific
knowledge and communication
when making decisions for the
future.

“The students will learn how
science can be used to explain
most things in the world. We want
to focus on the environmental
changes that are occurring,”
agreed Holtz and Merck. “There
will also be a focus on how
science relates to concepts such as
business, the economy, and
societal values.”

The directors are hoping to
develop a study abroad experience

NEWLIVING- LEARNING
INITIATIVE

The University of Maryland has
always valued excellence in
undergraduate learning. Nothing
embodies that excellence like
College Park Scholars. The
University has just launched a
new initiative to feature College
Park Scholars, along with the
Honors College, as centers of
higher learning. The Web site,
excellence.umd.edu, was
launched at the end of August
and features College Park

Scholars and Honors as the top
living-learning programs at the
University of Maryland. Since
2002, US News & World Report
has continually recognized Um
for the among the top living
learning programs in the nation.
The University aims to continue
to attract the most brilliant minds
in the nation to Maryland, and
featuring College park Scholars
is one of the best ways to do that.

to Iceland and Greenland as the
program grows, to highlight the
extensive global change occurring
now. As the SGC program grows,
more and more exciting
opportunities are sure to arise.

The directors’ main focus is, of
course, on the students.

“We want to help the students
understand the importance of
analyzing the information they are
presented with,” said the directors.
“Considering there is so much
bias in the media, it is important
to teach the students how to
recognize scientifically accurate
information so that they can
properly formulate an opinion.”

Maryland News

ON THURSDAY SEPTEMBER
17TH, PRESIDENT BARACK
OBAMA SPOKE AT THE
COMCAST CENTER

FOR THE SECOND TIME IN
LESS THAN 2 YEARS, AND
FOR THE FIRST TIME AS
PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES.
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The Last “Funtier”

Travel Study in Alaska

Fourteen students, fourteen days,
one trip of a lifetime! This
summer, the College Park Scholars
in Life Sciences sponsored a travel

study experience in Alaska.
Current Scholars and alumni
traveled to the 49t gtate to

experience the natural and cultural
wonders that have earned Alaska
the nickname “The Last Frontier.”

The students arrived in Anchorage,
eager to embark on an incredible

journey. They traveled to areas
such as Seward, Denali National
Park, and Fairbanks. One of the
recurring themes throughout the
trip was an emphasis on the
natural elements of Alaska, such as
the native cultures and ecosystems.
Students spent their first morning
at the Alaska Native Heritage
Center, a cultural center devoted to
educating  visitors about the
diverse traditions and customs of
indigenous Alaskans.

Despite a rainy start to the
trip, the group also spent a lot
of time outdoors, gaining an
intense appreciation for the
natural environment. Students
gathered to watch salmon
jump upstream at a local creek
near Anchorage. Trip leader
and Life Sciences director Dr.
Reid Compton felt it was
important for the students to
see the actions of salmon, given
their role in the area’s ecosystem.
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As the trip progressed and students
traveled to Seward, they got an
opportunity to go on an all-day
wildlife boat ride, where they saw
whales, sea lions, seals, puffins,
and river otters. The cruise also
brought students up close to a
glacier

“It was incredible to sit in the still
water and hear the glacier crack
and then cave into the water,” said
Life Sciences sophomore Christina
Buckless.
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The trip also offered students a
chance to walk on the vast ice of a
glacier, “It’s one thing to see a
glacier from a distance, but it is

another thing to actually be
walking on the ice,” said
Compton, highlighting the

important aspect of experiential
learning  that  travel  study
experiences promote.

This experience proved to be an
incredibly unique opportunity with
once-in-a-lifetime events. From
going on Iditarod-style dog sleds
to panning for gold, students had
experiences beyond their wildest
dreams. Buckless said that she was
amazed by the sense of enormity
that Alaska presented and the way
that “the trails seemed like they
could go on forever.”

“Everyone should participate in a
travel study or study abroad
program,” said Buckless. “It is
much more fun than reading about
these things that you will never see
again!”

For further information on College
Park Scholars’ travel study and
study abroad opportunities, please
visit the Scholars website.
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College Park Scholars Annual Service Day

In keeping with the College Park
Scholars’ philosophy of active
learning and community outreach,
hundreds of new Scholars partook
in the 14t Annual Service Day on
August 28% 2009. As a type of
inaugural celebration for the new
school year, Scholars students,
faculty, and alumni joined together
for a bonding and community
service experience that had them
working on and off campus to
better the world around them.

Despite the dreary conditions, the
enthusiasm of the students was
radiating as they filed into
Comcast Center to begin the day’s
events. After an opening speech
from University President C.D.

“Dan” Mote, Jr., the
Scholars broke off
into their individual
programs to embark

on their service
projects.  Students
went to  parks,
rivers, museums,
and schools to offer
a helping hand.

College Park

Scholars in the Arts

took their students to three
different locations for Service
Day, including two  local
elementary schools.  Harold
Burgess, the director for the Arts
program, said the students logged
more than 840 hours of service by
helping to paint
murals, organize
classrooms, and

enhance the
buildings’
exteriors.

M a n vy
sophomores and
Scholars alumni
come back
every year to
help the new
Scholars in their

Life Sciences
sophomore Rebecca Miller
worked with her program to help
clean out the Paint Branch stream
and reminisced about her first
Scholars activity.

service activities.

“I remember when I did Service
Day as a freshman. It was a great
way to get to know other
freshman, sophomores, and the
directors. That’s why I wanted to
come back this year,” said Miller.

She also felt that the event helped
her to get over the initial
adjustment of living away from
home.

“It was nice to break away from
home life and get involved in the
Scholars atmosphere right away.”

FAMILY WEEKEND INFORMATIO
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Excellence from Alumni:
Jonathan Sachs

Jonathan Sachs always knew he Students for Israel, which he
wanted to go into public service. calls a passion of his.

The former Student Government

Association President and During his final semester as a
alumnus of College Park Scholar, Sachs interned on
Scholars in Public Leadership Congress with the Energy and
credits his experiences in Commerce Committee. For the
Scholars with aiding him in future, he is planning on going to
reaching his goals. law school.

“Scholars gave me some of the “I want to make sure that

most important relationships I whatever I do I’ll have an impact

have had in college,” said Sachs. on the community and continue

“It cemented my desire to with Public service,” said Sachs.

continue with public service and

taught me some tools I know are “Public Leadership emphasized

necessary to succeed.” the importance of understanding
leadership roles and the different

Sachs is still involved in Student contexts of leaderships,” said

Government; he is currently Sachs. “It was a valuable

serving as the City Council experience.”

Liaison for the SGA and as a

member of the Senate Executive College Park Scholars

Committee. Just because his term a@ PR S——

as president was over, it didn’t

mean that he wouldn’t stay A
ey Maryland Facts
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“There are so many opportunities N .
to be a campus leader,” said At ) A
Sachs. “I don’t want to just sit Ry N>

and watch, it is a lot of
responsibility but it’s a great way
to understand the broader
significance of the campus and
city community.”

THE UNIVERSITY OF
MARYLAND'S FIRST
RECORDED
INTERCOLLEGIATE
ATHLETIC COMPETITIONS
WERE BASEBALL GAMES
AGAINST ST. JOHN'S
COLLEGE AND THE NAVAL
ACADEMY IN 1888

Sachs is the former president of
the University of Maryland
College Democrats and currently
serves as President of Terrapin
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Supporting Scholars

If you have any interest in providing financial
support to College Park Scholars, please
contact Kevin Baxter, or choose one of the
following options:

I.You may send a gift by check. In this case,
please make the check out to UMCP
Foundation and indicate the area you wish to
support, if any, in your check's memo field,
next to 'College Park Scholars'. Gifts made
by check without a notation beyond the
program name will support College Park

i - Schol | fund.
For More Information, please visit S

any of the fOIIOWing websites: 2. You may make a gift online, through the

University philanthropy site. Please choose

College Park Scholars as the fund.
College Park Scholars

3. If you are a University faculty or staff

member;, you may use payroll deduction as

Undergraduate Studies the method of payment, and you may indicate

your preferred donation amount and the

period during which the deductions should

. begin and end. Please contact Kevin Baxter if
College Park Scholars Alumni you are interested in this option.

Association

On behalf of all of us in the College Park
Scholars community, thank you for the

UM Office of Parent & Family Affairs consideration of your support.

Please visit our website for more information.

CONTRIBUTORS - SEPTEMBER 2009

Peter Tartaglione! ! ! Undergraduate Communications Director
Julie Brontman! ! ! ! Undergraduate Publications Coordinator
Shane Connolly! ! ! College Park Scholars Videographer

Kevin Baxter! ! I I Assistant Director
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